h Ray expected to become hero 


\WASltolGTON (AB) — James.'Earl Eist, now a pubkeeper, was asked by 
Ray told a- Scotland Yard Inspector the committee's Investigators on Aug. 4 
before his return to the United States In whether he recalled Ray actually admit- 
1968 'that he killed Dr. . Martin Luther ted killing King, or, instead, merely 
King Jr,' and expected it'; would make acknowledged a connection with the 
him “a national hero,” according to sur- murder weapon. . ' 

prise evidence unveiled Friday, t i ^ j ; ? ^‘Oh, no, no, no,” Elst replied. -A'Diir* 

1 Ray denle.d i making any ' such . ing the course of the conversation, he 
confession during his incaroeration in definitely, he didn’t actually come out 
England While awaiting extradition to with it, but it was there in the conversa- 
America, but he said “That is probably' tlon that he’d done It.” ' 
the most damaging ' statement . made : At another pointy: Eist said; “He was.' 
against 'me.” Ray’s v attorney, ! Mark , : telling me that after the shooting (on 
Lane; declared the allegations lacked^ > April 4, 1968); when he left this place he 
credibility.' . - ' ,’!'"'^''*panicked‘ and threw the gun away ... I 

Rep. Samuel ' L. Devine,^ while ! Ray; .f;. mean there Isn’t any doubt from the con- 
was on the witness stand for the Lthird&versation that he told me that he was ad-, 
day of interrogation by > the House:v’fmitting to me that he had done the: 
assassinations committee^ revealed a murder.” 

recent interview by the panel’s staff Asked If Ray expressed a hatred of 
with the former Scotland Yard official, blacks — something Ray has long 

nowretired.' * , ; ; denied — Elst said,' “There wasn’t, any, 

Devine, R-Ohio, quoted Alexander An- : ; ' doubt at all. He just hdted black people, 
thony Elst as saying he was Ray’s near-;, ; in fact, he said he was trying to go to 
ly constant guard .during the weeks of , Africa to try to shoot some more,’’ when 
to imprisonment in London, and thus - he was arrested at London’s airport on 
became something of a friend of the ^ June5,1968.' - v'i ,. 

fugitive. . ”He was telling me,” Eist went on in_ 


the interview, “that for him to have shot Ray’s attorney said that for the panel 
a black man of note in certain parts of to have sprung Elst’s statement on Ray 

America would make him Into a na- was unjustified. IT have never. In 28 

tlonal hero anyway;"He seemed/ ab- years of practicing law, seen anything 

solutely mad about publicity. He really as terrible and as outrageous as this, 
wanted it” he said * 

Eist said that Ray predicted he would ^ committee Chairman, Rep. 

make $250,000 to 8300,000 for the killing' Richardson Preyer, . D-N.C., promised 

because “he would have no shortage of - that the committee would pursue the ; 
friends, no shortage of fund raisers. He.,, issue of Elst’s credibility. Eist, „ 
would get them to go on TV and . he;t meanwhile, was quoted , by Devine as 
could write books.” ,^i;i; sayinghehad longagoreported tocon- 

After the entire Interview was read In- ■ versations with Ray" to superiors who 
to the committee’s record, Ray was ask- likely could substantiate such reports. . j... 
ed to respond and said simply: That is \ . , _ . , ? 

probably the most damaging statement ,< 
made against me It is false.” Ray ' 
then charged that the interview of Eist 
was evidence that the panel ,‘flntends to „ 
crucify me,’! ' • • v; ^ 

Lane, his attorney, retume'd to Ray’s 
side about that time and said he had just 
j)laced a call to a barrister in England, 
who denounced Eist as corrupt and call-;; 
ed him “a disgrace to the England;- 
police force.” Lane said his British con-: 
tact told him ElSt had been forced off the 
job for unlawful conduct. ' 



